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General Objectives and Mission 

 The goal of the Western Guilford High School Instrumental Music Program is to create 

an atmosphere that is accepting of everyone’s ideas and innovations through music. Throughout 

their time here, the mission is for every student to leave a life-long lover and advocate for music 

and the arts.  

Class Details 

 Students must be registered for a section and level of band or orchestra at Western 

Guilford High School.  This is a requirement for all students hoping to audition/participate in any 

of the following ensembles; All County Band/Orchestra, Marching Band, Central Region Jazz, 

etc.   

 Students can be registered for any of the following courses to be considered an 

Instrumental Music Student at Western Guilford and have access to participate in outside 

ensembles: 

 10(A) Jazz Band (Proficient)   Jazz Band 

 10(A) Jazz Band (Proficient), Honors Jazz Band 

 10(A) Jazz Band (Advanced), Honors Jazz Band 

 

 1(A) Band (Proficient), Honors   Percussion Ensemble 

 1(A) Band (Advanced), Honors  Percussion Ensemble 

 

 2(A) Orchestra (Intermediate)  Orchestra 

 2(A) Orchestra (Proficient), Honors  Orchestra 

 2(A) Orchestra (Advanced), Honors  Orchestra 

 

 3(A) Band (Intermediate)   Wind Ensemble 

 3(A) Band (Proficient), Honors  Wind Ensemble 

 3(A) Band (Advanced), Honors  Wind Ensemble 

 

 4(A) Band (Intermediate)   Concert Band 

 

Students that are placed in the (Intermediate) course will receive CP credit, and the students 

that are registered for (Proficient) or (Advanced) will receive honors credit for their work. 

Honors credit means that the students will have to complete an honors project by the end of the 

course to fulfill the requirements of this curriculum. For future placements, this will be done by 

audition or placement into Wind Ensemble/Honors placements at the digression of Ms. Dewey. 

There will be a number of indicators when considering the best level and section of band for 

each student (e.g. Daily Participation, Performance, auditions for Ms. Dewey or placement into a 

County/District/Region/State Ensemble, etc.) 
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Policies 

Cell Phones 

 The Western Guilford High School cell phone policy prohibits any cell phone use in the 

classroom. This policy will be upheld during Band and Orchestra classes. Cell Phone use during 

class, unless approved by Ms. Dewey, is not allowed during class time. If there is an emergency 

from the parents, please call the front office at (336) 316-5800 and the front office staff will 

ensure to relay the message down to your student in an urgent manner. Unless Ms. Dewey is 

made aware of situations by a parent, why a student must need a phone on them at all times, the 

students will not be allowed access to their cell phones. 

 If caught with their cell phone, the phone will be immediately confiscated and turned into 

the front office. This is where it will stay until a parent comes to retrieve the cell phone for the 

student. 

Bullying or Harassment 

 Bullying and harassment of any kind will not be tolerated in the Band and Orchestra 

room. There is a 0 tolerance by Ms. Dewey and administration at Western Guilford High School. 

If a student is suspected to be harassing or bullying in any form or fashion, the student will be 

talked to and given their consequences by Ms. Dewey. If this action continues, it will be a walk 

directly to the office to handle the situation. 

 If a student suspects that another student is being bullied or harassed at school, please let 

Ms. Dewey or another employee of Western Guilford High School know immediately about the 

incident. Teachers and Faculty will handle the situation accordingly. 

 Keep your hands to yourself! 

Food and Drink 

 There is to be no food consumed in the classroom, unless the student has made it aware to 

the school of a special accommodation that they may need. No drink, except for water that is in a 

clear container may be consumed in the classroom. 

 The one exception will be for Marching Band students, only during afterschool activities. 

Late Work/Missed Assignments 

 Any and all late work or missed assignments/tests/quizzes will be handled on a case to 

case basis by Ms. Dewey. If you miss an assignment/test/quiz during a full day absence for any 

reason, this may be made up, after-school during Ms. Dewey’s tutoring time. Class time will not 

be permitted for any make-up work.  
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Expectations 

 It is the expectation of Ms. Dewey and the entire Western Guilford High School 

Team that the student in the Instrumental Music Program are held to a high standard of 

behavior and work ethic. Musicians are students that go above and beyond to perfect their 

craft and this expectation will be held in other classes as well as in their behavior.  

 All Band and Orchestra functions, whether this be a concert, outside clinic, field 

trip, or any other activity where the Instrumental Music Program is being represented, is a 

school function. This means that even off of the Western Guilford High School campus, 

all students will be expected to follow the same rules and consequences are still in effect 

off of school property. Students may also be denied permission to attend future events if 

the quality of their participation does not meet the standards of Ms. Dewey or Western 

Guilford High School. 

 

Grading 

 Grades will be a reflection of a student’s work in each quarter. The student’s 

entire year of grades and work will be a major area of review when being considered for 

awards, honors, or solos in any given time. 

Each Quarter will be graded on the same scale, across all of the Cultural Arts, at 

Western. 

20%   Classwork, Homework, Daily Participation  (effort) 

30%  Quizzes, Writing Assignments, Rehearsal   (accuracy) 

50%  Performances, Tests, Projects    (final product) 

 

 There will be ONE major project and ONE major performance per quarter. There 

will be between 4 and 6 quizzes, that may be announced or pop quizzes per quarter. One 

writing assignment for EACH performance (e.g. Mosaic, Holiday Concert, Celebration of 

Black Excellence, Jazz Recording session, etc.) Homework outside of practicing will 

rarely be assigned unless it is left over classwork to be handed in at the beginning of class 

the next day, or a project that the students are working on.  

Daily Participation is a factor of Rehearsals. Daily Participation will be 5% of 

their Daily Grade in the class. What may affect the grade during class can, but not limited 

to: forgetting instrument, coming unprepared for class (no reed, no string, lost 

mouthpiece, etc.), and interrupting the learning process. Rehearsals that are graded for 

accuracy include overall growth of the ensemble, attendance at dress rehearsals, or even 

just making an active effort to improve where the student may still struggle. 

If the student may require extra help, they can stay after school during tutoring 

hours, or they may make an appointment with Ms. Dewey to come by for extra 

assistance. 
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Quarter Outline 

Quarter 1         ends October 31st  

- 8/31 Quiz        All Classes 

- 9/05 Honors Project picked, contract signed            *Honors Students Only 

- 9/05 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 9/07 Quiz        All Classes 

- 9/12 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 9/14 Test        All Classes 

- 9/19 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 9/19 Pre All County Orchestra Auditions   Orchestra Students 

- 9/19 Pre All County Band Auditions    Band/Perc. Students 

- 9/21 Quiz        All Classes 

- 9/26 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 9/28 Composer Project*      All Classes 

- 10/5 Test        All Classes 

- 10/9 All County Orchestra Auditions    Orchestra Students 

- 10/12 Quiz        All Classes 

- 10/19 Quiz        All Classes 

- 10/23 Mosaic       All Classes 

- 10/26 Composer Project due, Honors Project checkpoint #1 All Classes* 

- 10/30 All County Band Auditions    Band/Perc. Students 

Quarter 2         ends January 17th 

- 11/7 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 11/9 Quiz        All Classes 

- 11/16-17 All County Orchestra Clinic    Orchestra Students 

- 11/21-23 NO SCHOOL      All Classes 

- 11/28 CW/HW due      All Classes 

- 11/28-29 All County Band Clinic    Band/Perc. Students 

- 11/30 Quiz        All Classes 

- 12/1 Greensboro Holiday Parade     Marching Band 

- 12/5 CW/ HW due      All Classes 

- 12/7 Test        All Classes 

- 12/12 CW/HW due      All Classes 

- 12/13 Winter Holiday Concert     All Classes 

- 12/19 CW/HW due      All Classes 

- 12/21 Classroom Caroling     TBA 

- 12/24-1/2 NO SCHOOL      All Classes 

- 1/4 Composer Paper      All Classes 

- 1/5 All District Band/Central Region Jazz Auditions  Band Students 

- 1/11 Composer Paper due, Honors Checkpoint #2  All Classes* 

- 1/12 Western Regional Orchestra Auditions   All Students 

- 1/16 CW/HW due       All Classes 
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Quarter 3         ends March 27 

- 1/18 Quiz        All Classes 

- 1/25 Quiz        All Classes 

- 1/30 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 2/1 Test        All Classes 

- 2/6 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 2/8 Quiz        All Classes 

- 2/13 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 2/15 Quiz        All Classes 

- 2/20 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 2/22 Test        All Classes 

- 2/22-23 Celebration of Black Excellence   Specified Performers 

- 2/27 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 3/1 Quiz        All Classes 

- 3/8 Composer Project      All Classes 

- 3/12 Pre-Festival Concert     All Classes 

- 3/22 Composer Project due, Honors Check point #3  All Classes* 

- 3/27 CW/HW due       All Classes 

Quarter 4         ends June 7 

- 3/29 Quiz        All Classes 

- 3/30 Festival in the Park-Carowinds    All Participants 

- 4/3 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 4/5 Test        All Classes 

- 4/10 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 4/12 Quiz        All Classes 

- 4/13 Spaghetti Jazz Dinner     Jazz Students 

- 4/17 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 4/19 Test        All Classes 

- 4/22-26 NO SCHOOL      All Classes 

- 5/1 CW/HW due       All Classes 

- 5/2 Spring Concert      All Classes 

- 5/3 Quiz        All Classes 

- 5/10 Composition Project      All Classes 

- 5/27-31 Spring Training      Marching Band 

- 5/31 Composition Project due, Honors Project due  All Classes* 

- 6/3-5 Honors Project Presentations    Honors Students 
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Jazz Band 

 When: Monday-Friday at 7:45-8:40am 

 Where: Western Guilford High School, Room 115 

 Period: 0 Period (Before School Starts) 

 

Jazz is a music genre with a culture and a history. Jazz Band is an outlet for 

students to create their story through the culture that already exists while 

learning the history, style, and art of improvisation. 

 

In this class, students are held to a higher standard than students that have signed up for a 

regular band or orchestra class at Western Guilford. To be a member of the Stinger Jazz 

Program, students must show an extra spark and dedication for music and this style to make 

the program as successful as possible.  

The Stinger Jazz Program is a recording ensemble, meaning that the expectations for sound, 

dedication, and discipline are much higher than that of a normal music student. In order to 

perform and record on the level that is acceptable there is hard work involved. 

Tardy Policy 

 No tardy is accepted. Rehearsal will begin promptly at 7:45am, and while this is early, it 

is what the student has signed up for in the day. We need to ensure that all of our time is used 

wisely, do not be late.  

It is GCS policy to have make-up time completed within 3 days of any missed class days 

 4 absences, 30 minutes owed time 

 Every added absence is an extra 30 minutes owed time 

 Parents will be contacted on the 3rd tardy, after 4 tardies, student will receive ASD 

Materials 

 Reeds (depending on student)  limited supply available 

 Valve oil (depending on student)  limited supply available 

 Mutes (Harmon and Plunger)   limited supply available 

 Concert Attire 

o ALL BLACK 

 Men: Button down black top, black pants, black shoes 

 Women: Black ¾-full length sleeve top, black pants/skirt, black shoes 

 Dresses or skirts that do not adhere to the dress code (come 

above the knee) are not permitted in performance. 

o Gold ties will be provided 
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Percussion Ensemble 

 When: Monday-Friday 8:50-9:50am 

 Where: Western Guilford High School, Room 115 

 Period: 1st Period 

Percussion is any musical instrument that can be played by striking with the hand, 

handheld or pedal operated stick or beater, or by shaking. Percussion Ensemble is 

a musical ensemble that performs any music, on only percussion instruments 

 This class will be all for the percussionists or students interested in learning how to 

properly play, and maintain percussion instruments. In this class, we will learn about the history, 

theory, and technique in playing a percussion instrument. The class will perform on many 

different occasions including but not limited to Mosaic, Holiday Concert, Celebration of Black 

Excellence, etc. 

 The goal of this class is to educate young musicians on the ins and outs of percussion and 

how they can become a more well-rounded percussionist, not just a drummer, or mallet player. 

This is to ensure that when each student leaves Western Guilford High School, they may not 

only further their career in music, but likewise appreciate and become an advocate for the arts in 

whatever way they can. Percussion is a talent that is not as popular as one may hope and every 

percussionist is always valued greatly in every music society.  

Tardy Policy 

No tardy is accepted. Rehearsal will begin promptly at 8:50am, and while this is early, it is 

what the student has signed up for in the day. We need to ensure that all of our time is used 

wisely, do not be late.  

It is GCS policy to have make-up time completed within 3 days of any missed class days 

 4 absences, 30 minutes owed time 

 Every added absence is an extra 30 minutes owed time 

 Parents will be contacted on the 3rd tardy, after 4 tardies, student will receive ASD 

Materials 

 Pair of Snare Sticks  

o Woodwind Brass Wind, Vic Firth General Sticks $10 

 Practice Snare Pad  limited supply available 

o Woodwind Brass Wind, Evans RealFeel $19 

 Concert attire 

o ALL BLACK 

 Men: Button down black top, black pants, black shoes 

 Women: Black ¾-full length sleeve top, black pants/skirt, black shoes 

 Dresses or skirts that do not adhere to the dress code (come 

above the knee) are not permitted in performance 
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Orchestra 

 When: Monday-Friday 9:55-10:55am 

 Where: Western Guilford High School, Room 115 

 Period: 2nd Period 

Orchestra is a group of instrumentalists, typically playing stringed instruments 

that perform classical repertoire. String Orchestra provides a comprehensive 

ensemble experience and individualized instruction for developing string players. 

 The String Orchestra Program here at Western Guilford High School is the largest and 

most diverse group in the Instrumental Music Program. Each student can range from beginner 

level to advanced. In this class, all students will learn and continue to grow as musicians and 

string players. There are four different instruments that will perform in this ensemble, Violin, 

Viola, Cello and Double Bass. These four instruments will receive their individualized 

instruction as well as group instruction. 

 The string orchestra will get numerous performing opportunities and chances to gain 

collaboration opportunities with wind and percussion players as well as honors orchestras where 

each student will gain a full symphony orchestra experience.  

Tardy Policy 

No tardy is accepted. Rehearsal will begin promptly at 9:55am. This is to ensure that all of 

our time is used wisely, do not be late.  

It is GCS policy to have make-up time completed within 3 days of any missed class days 

 4 absences, 30 minutes owed time 

 Every added absence is an extra 30 minutes owed time 

 Parents will be contacted on the 3rd tardy, after 4 tardies, student will receive ASD 

Materials 

 Set of Strings (for Violins, and Violas only) limited supply available 

o D’Addario Prelude Violin/Viola 4/4 set, $17 

 Rosin (for ALL instruments)   limited supply available 

o D’Addario Natural Light (not basses), $3 

o Pop’s Bass Rosin, $13.25 

 Concert attire 

o ALL BLACK 

 Men: Button down black top, black pants, black shoes 

 Women: Black ¾-full length sleeve top, black pants/skirt, black shoes 

 Dresses or skirts that do not adhere to the dress code (come 

above the knee) are not permitted in performance. 
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Wind Ensemble 

 When: Monday-Friday 11:00am-12:00pm 

 Where: Western Guilford High School, Room 115 

 Period: 3rd Period 

 
Wind Ensemble is a group of exceptional musicians that play all wind 

instruments in the woodwind and brass families. A wind ensemble will play 

a variety of music ranging from all different musical eras and time frames, 

being challenged technically and musically. 

 The Wind Ensemble at Western Guilford High School is a group of experienced 

musicians, meaning there are no beginners in this program. This class is designed to push the 

envelope of the abilities of each student in the room through music. The wind ensemble will play 

a higher grade literature than every other group at Western to ensure that they are getting the 

most for their time. With mature musicians comes higher expectations for rehearsals, 

performances and practice habits. Each member of this ensemble will be expected to perform, 

comprehend, and apply their knowledge to music through their performances and assignments. 

 Only select members of the Honors Wind Ensemble may be asked to join the orchestra in 

performance for the full symphony orchestra experience. This would count as their Honors 

project, and they would not have to have a separate assignment, but rather they would have to 

take their own time to practice and prepare for these performances with orchestra. 

Tardy Policy 

No tardy is accepted. Rehearsal will begin promptly at 11:00am. This is to ensure that all of 

our time is used wisely, do not be late.  

It is GCS policy to have make-up time completed within 3 days of any missed class days 

 4 absences, 30 minutes owed time 

 Every added absence is an extra 30 minutes owed time 

 Parents will be contacted on the 3rd tardy, after 4 tardies, student will receive ASD 

Materials 

 Reeds (depending on student)  limited supply available 

 Valve oil (depending on student)  limited supply available 

 Mutes (depending on the piece played) limited supply available 

 Concert Attire 

o ALL BLACK 

 Men: Button down black top, black pants, black shoes 

 Women: Black ¾-full length sleeve top, black pants/skirt, black shoes 

 Dresses or skirts that do not adhere to the dress code (come 

above the knee) are not permitted in performance 
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Concert Band 

 When: Monday-Friday 12:05-1:45pm (Lunch TBA) 

 Where: Western Guilford High School, Room 115 

 Period: 4th Period 

Concert Band is a group of young musicians, which much like Wind Ensemble play 

all wind instruments including woodwinds and brass. This group is diverse in 

abilities from beginners to intermediate players. 

 Concert Band at Western Guilford High School is the only Instrumental Music Program 

course that is strictly for wind playing 9th grade students. This is purposefully done so that the 

younger students receive more individualized instruction on technique, tone, and receive a basic 

fundamental education in theory, history and how music works as a whole. This class is designed 

to give an easier transition into the world of music with different styles, where the students will 

be integrated into higher ensembles or more diverse ensembles in the following years to come. 

 Expectations of concert band is to expose them to as much as possible, and highly 

encourage them to audition for ensembles such as All-County, All-District, Honors University 

bands, and many more. They will receive the training and knowledge it takes to become 

successful musicians for years to come. 

Tardy Policy 

No tardy is accepted. Rehearsal will begin promptly at 12:00pm. This is to ensure that all of 

our time is used wisely, do not be late.  

It is GCS policy to have make-up time completed within 3 days of any missed class days 

 4 absences, 30 minutes owed time 

 Every added absence is an extra 30 minutes owed time 

 Parents will be contacted on the 3rd tardy, after 4 tardies, student will receive ASD 

Materials 

 Reeds (depending on student)  limited supply available 

 Valve oil (depending on student)  limited supply available 

 Mutes (depending on the piece played) limited supply available 

 Concert Attire 

o White TOPS Black BOTTOMS 

 Men: Button down white shirt, black tie, black pants, black shoes 

 Women: White ¾-full length sleeve top, black pants/skirt, black shoes 

 Dresses or skirts that do not adhere to the dress code (come 

above the knee) are not permitted in performance. 
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Care of School Property 

 Large Instruments such as Cello, Double Bass, Tuba, Baritone, Baritone Saxophone, and 

Percussion are owned by the Western Guilford High School Instrumental Music Program, and 

are available for loan to the students that require these instruments to participate. If you are a 

LOW BRASS student, please provide your own mouthpiece for the instrument. 

 Any damages that cannot be repaired by our repair company Big Note, may be added into 

student fees. These instruments are on loan and must be cared for carefully to make sure we can 

still use them for years to come. If you are in need of an instrument to loan, please see/contact 

Ms. Dewey, deweyj@gcsnc.com to ensure that we can provide one for you. 

Transportation and Supervision 

Ms. Dewey’s Tutoring hours 

Fall: Wednesday’s 4-5:30 

Spring: Tuesday’s 4-5:30 

*Appointments upon request* 

 If you are a student that may need extra assistance for any reason or would just like extra 

practice time, you are more than welcome to stay during tutoring hours or upon request. No 

student is allowed in the Band/Orchestra room for any reason without Ms. Dewey’s or another 

teacher’s supervision.  

 Please make sure that if you are a student that is going to stay after school for any reason, 

that you have a ride available promptly at 5pm. It is important that you know how you are 

getting home and that this transportation is available on the day you are requesting to stay after. 

Failure to comply may result in dismissal from the afterschool activity and any participation for 

band/orchestra activities. 

Honors Students 

 Any Honors Student in Jazz Band, Percussion Ensemble, Orchestra, or Wind Ensemble is 

subject to complete an honors project by the end of the course. This is an assignment that will be 

given in the first Quarter, with periodic assignment dates to show progress throughout the course, 

with a due date in the final Quarter of the year. 

 Any student that is receiving Honors Credit is required to do Honors level work/ There 

will be a choice of 3 separate assignments that each Honors Student may choose from, and with 

this they will sign the contract, stating that they will complete the project as well as turn in their 

Quarterly updates on the project, to ensure that the project is being managed throughout the year. 
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Signature Page 

 

 By signing this page and turning it into Ms. Dewey by 8/31/2018 I, _________________, 

acknowledge the information that has been stated in the syllabus and have reviewed this 

information with my parents. I understand that Music is a privilege and will uphold the standards 

that are expected of me. I support the syllabus for the Instrumental Music Program at Western 

Guilford High School. 

 

 

 

Student Signature: ___________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

 

Parent Signature: ____________________________________ Date: ______________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Return the signature page to Ms. Dewey by your class period 

on 8/31/2018* 

 


